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Swiss world champion sailing team still on course

In 2019, the Black Star Sailing Team was launched under the Swiss flag in the international regatta circuit and has since realised its goals. In 2023, the Black Star Sailing Team established itself in the RC44 class and is once again competing for podium places in the 44Cup this season. 

Sarnen, January 2024 – Christian Zuerrer is a passionate amateur sailor with a lot of experience in sailing national and international regattas. For years, he successfully competed alone in so-called single-handed classes - but constantly harbored the desire to compete in international regatta series that are sailed as a team. 

In 2019, he turned his vision into reality and launched his first team campaign on a flying GC32 catamaran with Black Star Sailing. After two successful seasons on the GC32 Racing Tour, however, Christian Zuerrer still saw one of his original goals as a distant prospect: the targeted promotion of young talent in racing. The reason for this was obvious. In order to prevail in the very demanding and highly competitive racing series of the GC32 class, the Black Star Sailing Team had to engage the most experienced sailors possible. This eventually led to the desired success - but at the same time to the realization of skipper Christian Zuerrer that the GC32 boat class is much less suitable than thought for juniors: the jump is too big even for talented youngsters and the physical demands are too high, among other things.
However, as the promotion of Swiss junior sailors is a declared goal of Black Star Sailing, this had to be achieved in another way. After the successful entry into the RC44 class in 2022, the aim will be pursued further with the integration of young Swiss sailors. 

Engagement in the GC32 class ended
As traditional as sailing may sometimes be, some developments happen just as quickly: After the Black Star Sailing Team was able to prevail against the powerful competition on the GC32 Racing Tour in 2022 and was proud to win the GC32 world championship title, there were a number of developments in the regatta world that led to disagreements in the GC32 class and ultimately to the discontinuation of GC32 regatta activities. From 2024, Black Star Sailing will therefore focus exclusively on the RC44 boat class.



The RC44 Class
RC44 is a "classic" but highly contemporary monohull boat class that is standardized via One Design regulations - which means that all yachts must be built and equipped in the same way in order to offer the same conditions to all participants in the competition. 
In the RC44 boat class, a so-called amateur clause stipulates that at least two sailors on board are not permitted to be professionals in accordance with the regulations of the ISAF World Sailing Federation. This restriction gives teams with smaller budgets greater opportunities. Above all, the integration of young sailors is additionally simplified.  

The 44Cup
Since its inception in 2007, the RC44 Championship Tour has become one of the most important racing series on the international sailing scene. Over the first twelve years, the class became visibly more important, new venues were added to the calendar and new teams joined the fleet. By 2019, the racing series had grown so much that it was time for a revamp: the RC44 Championship Tour presented itself as the 44Cup.
The success of the boat class and the race series underscores the quality of the concept: the 44Cup allows amateur owners to compete in regattas around the world against some of the world's best sailors. The 44 history reads like a Who's Who of racing: from America's Cup legends to Olympic champions, countless sailing greats have campaigned on RC44 yachts over the past 15 years. 

Participating in the 44Cup offers Black Star Sailing the opportunity to expand its team with juniors, as intended, and at the same time to compete in an extremely attractive race series without any disadvantages, and therefore absolutely competitive.

Talent development in sailing
Black Star Sailing was founded, among other things, to offer young and talented sailors an opportunity to develop their skills. In doing so, Christian Zuerrer's goal is to take competitive sailing skills to the next level, but most importantly to teach young sailing talent how to run a campaign. 
Black Star Sailing was launched in 2019 with experienced sailors to initially stand out with positive results and give the team a dynamic profile. 
Now Black Star Sailing is taking the next step and opening up the team to young talent. Zuerrer wants to bring the partly complex know-how around sailing racing closer to ambitious talents from Switzerland. Black Star Sailing offers several places in the regatta team and integrates young sailors into the organization. The young talents learn the regatta business from scratch: From day one, they help with the construction, setup and launching of the racing yacht. Step by step, they are taught everything they need to know until they become permanent crew members. 


Location promotion as organiser
The fact that Switzerland as a landlocked country is a nation of shipping companies and sailors is not widely known. There are a few regatta campaigns under the Swiss flag that have caused such a stir in recent years that Switzerland has become a household name in the sailing world. Nevertheless, it is always a surprise to step out of the shadows onto the international regatta stage as a team or as a location.
After successes in the GC32 class and the successful entry into the RC44 class, the fact that the Black Star Sailing Team will now be able to bring an event of the 44Cup racing series to Switzerland raises both anticipation and hopes.
The 44Cup World Championship 2024 Brunnen will be the first time a world championship in this class has been held on Lake Uri. The Black Star Sailing Team is thus succeeding in promoting the popularity of regatta sport in Switzerland and at the same time making the sailing qualities of Switzerland's inland waters better known abroad. Last but not least, the tourism region and local businesses should also benefit from the event on Lake Lucerne.


****




Quotes Christian Zuerrer, Founder, Skipper, Team Leader

Why the desire to have your own sailing team?
"I am an absolute team player. Besides my single-handed regattas, I was always engaged for campaigns. I always enjoyed that very much, could I sail there in the team. "Hired", however, I could only contribute my experience to a limited extent. There's nothing to be said against that, and in principle it suits me. But too often things were done differently than I thought was right. So I decided to launch my own campaign."

Why the decision to join a professional sailing team?
"After several test sails, it became clear to me that it was probably not going to work out with a team of amateur sailors in the professional circus. I had to admit to myself that my personal effort for fitness, travel, training, etc. was too great to cruise behind in the races. Without further ado, I decided to change my mind and founded Black Star Sailing AG in January 2019 to compete in the GC32 Racing Tour 2019 as planned. Then in 2022 we decided to expand the team. The RC44 yacht was evaluated as an additional boat with which we can now compete in a racing series suitable for junior sailors."

What makes the GC32 catamaran so special?
"I think the GC32 is great. It's like an enlarged A-Class catamaran, only with a jib and genaker. The boat reacts like an A-Cat, which you have to steer very subtly. It's huge fun to sail the GC32." By extension, the level is so high that you are always challenged. Nevertheless, it doesn't scare me to compete against the well-known sailing greats of the world. You learn a lot and grow from the challenges. Furthermore, the team spirit in the Tour is simply terrific. People are on friendly terms, help each other and are happy for each other when they succeed.

How are young talents integrated into the team?
"The sailors - but they can also be young talents from a professional group in water sports, such as boat builders - should learn the regatta profession from scratch. This means that they don't fly in for the regatta like professionals "just" to sail, but that they arrive on the first day of the preparations and help with the construction, the set-up, the launching, and can follow the entire event with the coach. Gradually, they will be integrated into the sailing team as "spare sailors" and even become permanent crew members. We are of course aware that the good sailors will be poached later, but our wish is to make the first step possible. Even though Switzerland is a landlocked country, we have a long tradition in ocean shipping. And not just since Alinghi won the America's Cup."

Besides a top team, what does it take for Black Star to be successful?
In order to be able to achieve the goals we have set ourselves, Black Star Sailing, the RC44 and GC32 boat classes, but also regatta sport in general, must become better known in Switzerland and neighbouring countries. For this, we are looking for partners and sponsors of various kinds. Because we are convinced that the partnership with Black Star Sailing and thus with such a modern and spectacular sport is enormously attractive for certain commercial communication goals."
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Further information:

About Black Star Sailing

Christian Zuerrer is a passionate and successful amateur sailor in so-called single-handed classes with extensive experience in sailing national and international regattas. His dream was to participate in an international regatta series with a boat that is not steered by him alone, but sailed as a team. After an evaluation phase of several months, his choice fell on the GC32 catamaran. For him, it was clear from the outset that he was opting for a sailing class in which the focus is on sailing skills and optimising the boat does not escalate into material battles. 

Formed in early 2019, the Black Star Sailing Team took part in the GC32 Racing Tour earlier that year. First planned as a campaign for amateur sailors, the Black Star Team now consists of professional sailors. Nevertheless, Black Star Sailing is committed to amateurs and newcomers. Christian Zuerrer wants to bring them closer to the complex know-how of national and international sailing racing. Since the step from junior to a foiling catamaran is too big, Christian Zuerrer has been looking for a solution to give young sailors a foothold in the world of professional sport within the framework of a professional regatta series. The RC44 yacht now offers the opportunity to put this plan into practice. That is why Black Star Sailing offers young talents a place in the regatta team and integrates ambitious RC44 newcomers firmly into the organisation.

More information: www.blackstarsailing.ch/en/


About the RC44 regatta yacht

The RC44 yacht was jointly developed by multiple New Zealand America's Cup winner Russell Coutts and the Slovenian yacht designer. The designation RC stands for the initials of Russell Coutts and number 44 for the boat length of 44 feet (13.35 metres). The monohull boat is based on an outer hull with conventional displacement. 
The RC44 yacht is made entirely of carbon fibre reinforced plastic (CFRP) and is particularly light and therefore fast. In addition to the hull, almost all add-on parts are also made of CFRP: Mast, spreaders, main boom, bowsprit, rudder, rudder wheel and keel fin.
Although an RC44 looks like a conventional yacht at first glance, it comes up with many innovations and a lot of know-how: The keel is adjustable. With a trim tab, the keel area can be reduced, which improves performance upwind, among other things, without sacrificing manoeuvrability. The deck layout also comes up with some innovations, among others the arrangement of the fittings was optimised in extensive tests with the match race crew of Russell Coutts. The geometry of the sails was designed in such a way that the boat also responds in light winds and performs excellently in stronger breezes to leeward and upwind. The sum of these innovations makes the RC44 yacht even more complex to sail than other boats of comparable dimensions. But for regatta enthusiasts in particular, the well thought-out concepts open up countless possibilities to increase performance without subjecting the boat itself to individual optimisation - which ultimately makes it much easier to comply with or enforce the One Design regulations.

With the RC44 concept, we have succeeded in establishing a boat class that reaches a reference level in terms of standards and performance, and at the same time also appeals to owners from the amateur camp. Thus, a decisive part of the RC44 concept is designed for manageable logistics:
In addition to the bowsprit, the stern of the boat is also removable. This reduces the transport length to less than 40 feet. The mast also consists of two parts, so that the entire equipment including sails, rudder, keel, boom, mast and spare parts can be stored in a container or transported to any place in the world. The couplings and attachment constructions are well thought out so that the assembly does not take more than one day.
Finally, all teams are supported by expert RC44 support to ensure that all boats are in optimum condition every time they go to the start line.

More information: www.blackstarsailing.ch/en/rc44/rc44-boat/ and www.44cup.org
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