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With passion to the world leadership

The fact that Swiss amateur sailors can work their way up to the world's elite and hold their own among professionals in the international racing circus is proven by Christian Zuerrer, who as founder and skipper of Black Star Sailing successfully steers his team through the GC32 Racing Tour. Launched in 2019, Black Star Sailing 2021 is already celebrating remarkable success in its second racing season. And is by no means contented. 
"We want the world championship title!" is the simple statement when asked about the goals they have set. The determination with which Christian Zuerrer and his team train and work on their performance alone shows that this is to be taken quite seriously.

(Sarnen (OW) September 2021) Passion is what has always driven Christian Zuerrer. He has dedicated himself body and soul to regatta sports and invests every free minute in his biggest adventure to date: Black Star Sailing. 
The feat of sailing at the top of the world alongside his professional activities as an executive seems to be succeeding: the Black Star Sailing Team recently placed on the podium at the GC32 Racing Tour with its hydrofoiling catamaran. In 2020, Black Star won the European Champion title in the M32 class - one of the few medals won by a Swiss team during lockdowns in top sport.

GC32 - Thanks to hydrofoils one of the fastest sailing racing yachts in the world
In contrast to M32 catamarans, the GC32 class also has hydrofoils, which allow speeds of up to 40 knots (over 70 km/h). And although technically absolutely high-end, a GC32 catamaran is sailed exclusively "by hand". The consistent absence of machine support and the strict regimentation of the material expenditure make the GC32 boat class additionally attractive for Christian Zuerrer: "With this boat, sailing alone is the focus: experience, ability, endurance and team spirit, completely without computers and frills. The winner is the one who is better.", he lets himself be quoted. ", he lets himself be quoted."Thanks to the GC32 class, racing in this speed range is still possible with a manageable effort, which is why even part-time skippers like me can race successfully."



Targeting the title
The GC32 Racing Tour is the only race series in this boat class and always has a top-class line-up due to the high speeds and extreme demands: The list of participants in past years reads like a who's who of regatta sports. So it's no surprise that Black Star is doing everything it can to win. Preferably, of course, the title of the World Championship, which will take place in Sardinia at the end of September 2021. 
The signs are good. But in order to triumph, Black Star will not only have to leave behind Red Bull Sailing, Zoulou and Rockwool Racing, who are also well prepared, but above all defeat the dominant Alinghi team.

Stand-up from the Lockdown
Black Star Sailing used the long pandemic break not only for the complete overhaul of their GC32 catamaran, but also to win the M32 European Championship on a borrowed M32 catamaran during the first lockdowns in summer 2020. Black Star has mainly held two big training events on the Lake of Uri, integrating the latest addition to the team with success sailor Pierluigi de Felice. 
The Black Star Sailing Team is currently composed as follows: Chris Steele (NZL), helm; Steward Dodson (NZL), trimmer; William Alloway (GB), bowman; Pierluigi de Felice (IT), floater; Christian Zuerrer (CH), skipper; Flavio Marazzi (CH), coach. The crew of Black Star is completed by Alex Hayman (GB) as Rigger, Max Richardson (GB) as Boat Captain and Pesche Roesti (CH) as Boat Builder & Gofer.

With efficiency to success
Everything about a GC32 catamaran is engineered for efficiency. And not only in its performance, but also in its economy. Cleverly designed in construction and geometry, the cost of maintenance and logistics is manageable. That's why skipper Christian Zuerrer is enthusiastic about this boat: "Of course, it's also possible to put a lot of money into a campaign in the GC32 class. But Black Star Sailing's goal is also to budget smartly and achieve a maximum with our possibilities." 
Black Star Sailing Team Skipper's roots are in what are known as single-handed classes, a decidedly efficient form of racing. This involves one person sailing a boat alone, which requires a lot of stamina, but also tactical and sailing skills and experience. 
Christian Zuerrer successfully raced single-handed A-Class catamarans for many years. "I always thought it was great to prove how well a single athlete can perform alone. But at some point I just wanted to sail in a team again," Zuerrer continues. "GC32 is just my thing. Like a scaled-up A-Class catamaran, it offers comparably delicate handling, while the team has its hands full when flying and maneuvering, and you clearly reach your limits: physics-wise, sailing-wise, tactically, as well as physically. Precisely because piloting a GC32 catamaran is a team sport, every detail, no matter how small, is of great importance. So efficiency plays a remarkable role here, too."
There are many indications that the calculation could work out. Skipper Zuerrer comments: "Our performance curve has been pointing upwards since the first race. That our hard training, our self-critical analyses and our meticulous preparations continuously lead to better results is nothing more than logical." Regarding the declared goal of winning the title, he adds rather realistically: "The question is rather: is our will to win big enough to surpass ourselves? Because our opponents, first and foremost Alinghi, are tough players, and efficiency alone is not enough to crack them. But our low blows, in particular, have welded us together as a team and shown us that we can achieve anything with relentlessness and passion." 
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(Further information:)

About Black Star Sailing and Christian Zuerrer 
Christian Zuerrer is a passionate and successful amateur sailor. For years he successfully competed in national and international regattas in so-called single-handed classes and thus gained extensive experience. He fulfilled his growing desire to sail in a team by accepting occasional substitutions in existing teams until he decided to put together his own team according to his own ideas. With the GC32 catamaran, he found the perfect boat with the racing circuit to go with it. For him it was crucial from the beginning that in this sailing class the sailing skills are the main focus, while the optimization of the boat does not get out of hand in material battles. 

Founded at the beginning of 2019, the Black Star Sailing Team participated in the GC32 Racing Tour in the very same year. 
First planned as a campaign for amateur sailors, the Black Star Team now consists of professional sailors. Nevertheless, Black Star Sailing is committed to amateurs and newcomers. Christian Zuerrer wants to bring them closer to the complex know-how around the national and international sailing racing business. Therefore Black Star Sailing offers space in the regatta team and integrates ambitious GC32 newcomers into the organization.

More information: blackstarsailing.ch/en/


The GC32 boat class
GC32 are catamarans about 10 meters long and 6 meters wide, which reach speeds of over 40 knots by virtue of hydrofoils - two so-called J-swords and two T-rudders. The design is based on the America's Cup AC50 hydrofoil catamaran - but due to reduced dimensions, the GC32 is much more compact, even though the sailing performance is nearly identical.
As a "one design", GC32 catamarans are standardized - all modifications must comply with the rules and regulations and are strictly monitored. Compared to the larger AC50 catamaran, the GC32 is easier to sail and does not require any hydraulic or electronic support. The operating and maintenance costs are accordingly kept within reasonable limits. The materials that may be used during the competition are limited. Also regulated is how many sails the teams are allowed to use during a season. These measures make it possible for teams with smaller budgets to compete. 
Despite its impressive performance, the GC32 is easy to control and get flying. However, like all racing boats, it requires skill, fitness and practice on the part of the crew to keep up with the strong competition. 
For easy road transport, the GC32 has a removable two-piece mast and can even be launched and de-launched without a crane.

More information: blackstarsailing.ch/en/about/boat/ and thegreatcup.com
 

The GC32 Racing Tour
The first GC32 catamarans sailed in Dubai in 2012. Just two years later, the GC32 Racing Tour was founded. In 2017, the GC32 class received official recognition from World Sailing and was able to host its first World Championship in 2018. 
The key to the GC32 Racing Tour is its appeal to both private sailors and commercially supported pro teams. The venues for the regatta are chosen with the goal of creating the best conditions for flying catamarans. The race courses are similar to those of the America's Cup. They are upwind/downwind courses with setback start and finish lines and enough distance to allow the GC32 catamarans to sail at their top speeds.

Today, the GC32 hydrofoil catamarans have a large following. In the meantime, the GC32 boat class is the focus of what is important in the sport of sailing racing. The GC32 Racing Tour certainly has parallels to the America's Cup, but is held annually and is comparatively less costly for the teams and the organizers. The decision by the World Sailing Federation to hold annual world championships as part of the GC32 Racing Tours was ultimately an obvious one. 
Due to the strict enforcement of the GC32 regulations and one-design requirements, it is almost impossible for teams to dominate the races with additional technical and financial effort. What is needed are sailing skills and a perfectly coordinated team.

The GC32 World Championship
With the official recognition of the GC32 in 2018, the GC32 International Class Association (ICA) hosted its first World Championship in May 2018 in Riva del Garda, Italy. This brought together an impressive fleet of 13 hydrofoil catamarans with teams from the GC32 Racing Tour and Extreme Sailing Series.
Team Tilt, led by Olympic sailor Sébastien Schneiter, was crowned the first GC32 World Champion. 
In June 2019, the second GC32 World Championship was won by Team Alinghi in Lagos, Portugal. 

Read more: blackstarsailing.ch/en und gc32racingtour.com
 

The GC32 International Class Association (ICA)
The GC32 International Class Association (ICA) was formed to manage, oversee and promote racing and other sailing activities of the GC32 boat class internationally.
 
The GC32 ICA was launched in 2014 by Laurent Lenne, Flavio Marazzi, Andrew MacPherson and Christian Peer, with Flavio Marazzi, now a coach with Black Star Sailing, elected President. Christian Scherrer became class leader in October 2015, and Simon Delzoppo took over as president in 2017.

The GC32 ICA watches over the design integrity of the GC32 class with a set of rules and regulations. Because a GC32 boat is subject to a predetermined design, the ICA only allows strictly controlled tweaks. This ensures fairness and equal opportunity.
Changes to the GC32 Class rules and regulations are made exclusively by vote of the ICA membership at the AGM.
The GC32 ICA also provides a forum for GC32 owners to share information and experiences, and represents its members in negotiations with third parties such as World Sailing.
The GC32 ICA was officially recognized by World Sailing in 2017.
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Quotes Christian Zuerrer, Founder, Skipper, Team Leader

Why the desire to have your own sailing team?
"I am a team player, although I sailed alone for years. Over the years I was repeatedly hired for a campaign and then sailed as a crew member. Unfortunately, I was usually not able to contribute enough of my experience. There is actually nothing wrong with that, but too often decisions were made against my innermost convictions. That's when I decided to launch my own campaign."
 
Why does the Black Star Sailing Team consist mainly of professional sailors?
"After several trial sails, I realized that my plan to compete in the professional circuit with a team of amateur sailors was not going to achieve its goal. I had to realize that my personal effort for fitness, travel, training, etc. is simply too great to cruise behind in the races. Without further ado, I decided to change my mind and founded Black Star Sailing AG in January 2019 in order to perform as successfully as possible on the GC32 Racing Tour."
 
What makes GC32 so special?
"I think the GC32 catamaran is just great. It's like an enlarged A-Class catamaran, just with an additional jib and genaker. The boat responds like an A-Cat that you have to steer very subtly. The level is so high that you are always challenged. Nevertheless, you dare to compete against the known sailing greats of the world. You learn a lot and grow from the challenges. The cohesion of the teams in the tour is simply terrific. You're on friendly terms, help each other out and enjoy each other's successes. It's really fun to sail GC32."
 
How is young talent integrated into the team?
"The sailors - but they can also be young talents from a professional group in water sports, such as boat builders - are supposed to learn the regatta profession from scratch. This means that they do not fly in for the regatta like professionals in order to "quickly sail a bit", but that they arrive on the first day of the preparations and help with the construction, the set-up, the launching, and can follow the entire event with the coach. Gradually they will be integrated into the sailing team, as "spare sailor" up to a permanent crew member. We are of course aware that the good sailors will be poached later, but our wish is to make the first step possible. Even though Switzerland is a landlocked country, we have a long tradition in ocean sailing. And not just since Alinghi won the America's Cup."
 
Besides a top team, what does it take for Black Star to be successful?
In order to be able to achieve our set goals, Black Star Sailing, but also the GC32 boat class and regatta sport in general, must become better known in Switzerland and abroad. This requires partners and sponsors of various kinds. We are convinced that a partnership with Black Star Sailing and thus with such a modern and spectacular sport can be enormously attractive for certain commercial communication goals."
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GC32 Teams 2021

Black Star Sailing Team (SUI) – Skipper/Owner: Christian Zuerrer (SUI)
 
.film Racing (AUS) – Skipper: Simon Delzoppo (AUS)
 
Alinghi (SUI) – Skipper/Owner: Ernesto Bertarelli (SUI)
 
Argo (USA) – Skipper: Jason Carroll (USA)
 
Codigo Rojo Racing (ARG) – Skipper: Federico Ferioli (ARG)
 
Rockwool (DEN) – Skipper: Nicolai Sehested (DEN)
 
Red Bull Sailing Team (AUT) – Skipper / Helm: Roman Hagara (AUT) / Hans-Peter Steinacher (AUT)

Swiss Foiling Academy (SUI) – Skipper: Julien Monnier
 
Zoulou (FRA) – Skipper/Owner: Erik Maris (FRA)
 

More: gc32racingtour.com
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